BRUSHSTROKES
YO U R PR ES I D EN TS!

TOM CASSIDY

has been elected the new president for
the 2022-2023 term. Tom joined the NMWS three years ago and
wanted to connect with as many artists as possible. He’s an avid
watercolorist and regularly paints plein air. His paintings have
been accepted into the NMWS’s Fall Exhibits (both Northern and
Southern Chapters) and the 2022 Farm and Ranch Show. His
painting “Yard Junk” received the Gallery ABQ Salon Award at
the 2022 MasterWorks show.

Tom writes “I’d like to thank Barbara McGuire for her two years of service as
president of the Northern Chapter. She guided the organization through a couple
of very challenging years. Thank you Barbara from all of us. I have some big
shoes to fill!” Read more about Tom in the Prez Sez column.

“Yellow Wall”

”Yard Junk”

RACHEL MURPHREE is beginning her second term
as the Southern Chapter president. Rachel has been active with
the Chapter since becoming a member, and has experienced first
hand how inspiring and fun it can be to volunteer. Rachel writes
“I‘m starting my second term as SC President after volunteering
as website manager, Exhibitions Chair and Publicity over the six
years I’ve been a member. Being a PTA president a while ago, I
learned that the second year is usually easier because you have
a handle on what’s going on! My favorite part of the job is hosting the meetings. I
have a great time doing that and working with our team of volunteers who are THE
BEST!”
Rachel has been having some fun with abstracts. Here are two samples of her
whimsy. She currently works as a librarian, and was previously a copy editor which
makes her the perfect choice to edit Brushstrokes. So for every issue you receive,
know that Rachel has had input from the beginning through to the publication of
every issue. Thanks Rachel!
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Prez Sez...
NORTHERN CHAPTER
				
I have been avid
about drawing
and art since
I was a child
and fell in love
with watercolor
painting when I
was introduced to it in high school.
I chose a career in architecture
because of my love of art,
creativity and drawing. With a
career and raising a family I put my
paints aside for many years. About
10 years ago I started getting more
active with my painting. I’ve taken
a workshops and classes which
have been invaluable in learning
about this medium. I paint plein air
on a weekly basis as well as with
our regular paint outs. About the
best advice I have been given is
to just paint, and do so as often as
possible.
I am honored to be considered
for the role of president, but as a
recent member of NMWS I have
a lot to learn. The good news is
that the members of the executive
committee and the board have
served a long time and have
already offered a lot of assistance
and advice to me. When I joined
NMWS 3 years ago I wanted
to connect with as many artists
as possible. I also knew that to
make a real connection I needed
to actively serve NMWS. I am
pleased to have this opportunity
and look forward to a great year
ahead for all of us.

SOUTHERN CHAPTER
Change is in the
Air!
The new SC Board
met in July to
plan our activities
and budget. It is
exciting to have new volunteers
with new ideas for our planning.
Our Librarians (Ann McPhee and
Roberta Martinez) have purchased
additional DVDs for us and plan to
purchase several portable players
for us to borrow to follow along with
the artist!
We will not have a juried exhibit
this year because we had two
last year and options are limited.
In February, our For the Love of
Art exhibit will be at Frame and
Art, and we will host an Alternate
Spaces exhibit of Plein Air
paintings in the fall. Both of these
are nonjuried. Thank you, Laurel
Weathersbee!

NMWS OFFICERS
ALBUQUERQUE - MAIN GROUP
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Strategic Leadership 2022-2023
Chairperson of the Board: Tina Stallard
Vice-Chair of the Board: Barbara McGuire
President: OPEN
Immediate Past President: Barbara McGuire
Secretary: Connie Smith
Treasurer: Ron Nedrow
Membership Chair: Joyce Rapp
Satellite President: Rachel Murphree
Members at Large: John Cormier & Lonnie
Shan

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Tactical Leadership
President: Tom Cassidy
VP/Programs Chair: Woody Duncan
Secretary: Connie Smith
Treasurer: Ron Nedrow
Standing Committee Chairs:
Membership, Joyce Rapp

Karen Steinberg is planning mini
exhibitions at our meetings this
year…see Chapter News for more
info on how you can be involved in
this new activity!

Exhibitions, Linda Krummel

We are looking forward to
programs by Jeffie Mackey, Arlene
Tugel, Vivienne Burkett, Joy Miller,
Sue Davis, Laurel Weathersbee
and more. Our calendar will be
coming out this fall.

LAS CRUCES - SOUTHERN CHAPTER
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2022-2023

We still need help with programs
and uploading images to our online
photoI album.

Tom Cassidy

Rachel Murphree

2022-2023 NMWS President

2022-2023 NMWS-SC President

Steven Webb, Publicity
Jim Terry, Facilities
Immediate Past President: Barbara McGuire

President - Rachel Murphree
Vice President - OPEN
Secretary - Karin Hayes
Treasurer - Rob Sheldon
Membership - OPEN
Exhibitions - Karen Steinberg
Workshops - Karin Hayes
Past President - Beverley Pirtle
For contact information and other officers,
please see the website
nmwatercolorsociety.org
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NMWS Chapter News
ALBUQUERQUE (Northern Chapter)
September 10th Meeting - Demo by Mary Jane Milz
From my earliest
memories, I wanted to
ride a horse and be an
artist. During my 48
year career as a labor
and delivery nurse and a
mother of three, I painted
and rode horses at every
opportunity. My work
represents my life and
experiences in northern
Maine, the Catskills, Hudson Valley, Yuma desert
and the Four Corners of the Southwest.
After retiring I moved to Albuquerque to fulfill
my dream of being a full-time artist.My chosen
medium is watercolor because of it’s lack of
control and unpredictability. My spirit becomes
free as I weave complex patterns of light and dark
shapes and colors that connect reality, mystery,
beauty and imagination for the viewer.
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When asked to this demo I was initially scared.
I realized it was time to take a look at my work
again and who am I now as a watercolor artist .I
know my nursing and traveling let me observe and
learn from many artists. Slowly I absorbed skills
and techniques but most of all I started to trust my
creativity.
I don’t try to paint the
perfect anymore. I want
to paint the mystery, the
story, and the feeling. I
have become fascinated
with patterns, and the
essence and energy of life.
I hope to give you
permission to be freer,
challenge yourself, paint from your creative soul,
and most of all have fun.
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There are still open volunteer positions in the
Northern Chapter. None of these positions
requires attendance at board meetings unless
desired. Many positions are described on the
NMWS website. For more information contact
the person listed in the description below.
•

•

•

Volunteer Coordinator: This is a new position
to recruit, retain, and enhance appreciation for
volunteer participation. Contact Joyce Rapp
(joyce.rapp [at] gmail.com for more information.
Publicity/Print: Manage publicity and printing
needs for NMWS. Specifically will contact
various NM publications about a spring exhibit
article. Contact Lucy Jelinek Hays at lucyjelha
[at] gmail.com with any questions.

we may have a spring exhibit! Contact Linda
Krummel at lkrumel.26 [at] @comcast.net.
•

Refreshments for monthly meetings. Contact
Sarbat Ramos at sarbat.ramos2 [at] @gmail.
com for more information.

•

Public/Education Outreach: This is also
a new position. Contact Tina Stallard at
tmstallard [at] comcast.net

Exhibitions: A co-chair is needed so that

How to find NMWS Videos on Website
NMWS YouTube Channel and Demo Videos

Did you know that NMWS has now collected about 25 videos of demos available as a members-only benefit?
Wondering how to add figures into a landscape? Need a refresher on varnishing or curious about using
gouache? These and many more topics are covered by some of your favorite artists. You can access these
by logging into the website, going to Outreach, then down to NMWS YouTube Channel & Demo Videos. Easy
Peasy! Remember this is a members benefit, so please don’t share.

NMWS Gratefully Acknowledges Our “Contributing Members”
James Culpepper, Jo-Ann Fortier, Toyoko Lee, Robin Lee Makowski, & Kerry Renshaw
NMWS is a 501c3 certified charitable organization. All donations are tax deductible.
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NMWS SOUTHERN CHAPTER

October 11 Meeting, 2 - 4 pm
Arlene Tugel
Arlene Tugel will paint a striking blue pot and prickly
pear on gessoboard. Did you know that gesso
means gypsum in Italian? She will also talk about the
challenges and benefits of using surfaces such as
Aquaboard, Yupo, and watercolor board. After spraying
with varnish, these surfaces do not require a mat or
glass. Her number one tip: don’t put it away wet, it will
smudge!
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Workshops
“Do Something To It!” - a workshop by Nancy Frost Begin.
Are you free October 6-7 to attend a fabulous workshop by award
winning artist Nancy Frost Begin? As of this writing there are
two seats left so act now! In this workshop Nancy will teach her
proven process for recomposing existing paintings to create a
new standalone or a series painting. She will demonstrate on her
own paintings the approaches and techniques she uses to explore
new directions in her own art. Each artist will bring several of their
paintings to make shifts in key design elements and principles which
will begin the creative development of a new painting. The journey is
easy and full of surprises allowing you the freedom to be passionate
about painting and the results.
Registration is open for members for $240 and will open to nonmembers on September 20th. The workshop is limited to 16 attendees. Please contact Karin Hayes at hayes.
karin[at]gmail.com if you have any questions. To register click the NMWS website HERE. If the workshop is
full, please add your name to the wait list.

E X H I B ITI O N S
The Southern Chapter is planning something new this year. We plan to show a virtual mini exhibition of a
member’s work at each of our meetings. If you are interested in participating, you can send an e-mail to
Exhibitions Chair Karen Steinberg, kjsteinberg[at]aol.com, or let Karen know at the September meeting.
We will provide more details at that meeting, but we anticipate that artists will provide 5-10 photographs of
their unframed art in a format similar to the photographs you use to enter an exhibition. That’s it! We will put
a slide show together for each meeting that will be shown before the Business meeting begins and at the
break. We want to see your hidden gems!

There are still openings for Southern Chapter positions that are very
important. We’d love to have YOU join our team of volunteers to help
produce the wonderful programs, exhibits, workshops and other
services that we all enjoy! Here are the current openings...
Membership Chair: See the job description HERE.
Programs Chair: Arranges monthly programs: finding presenters, arranging financial contracts/payments,
providing descriptions and photos to the website manager/publicity person and writing articles for
Brushstrokes.
Historian: Collects information and digital photographs of events, activities, and accomplishments to tell the
SC’s story for the year. Takes and/or solicits photos from events, uploading them with captions into online
website Smugmug.
To learn more please contact a member of the Nominating Committee:
Rachel Murphree at 915-217-3698 or rcmurphree[at]outlook.com
Karen Steinberg at 915-307-6383 or kjsteinberg[at]aol.com
Karin Hayes at 610-462-6366 or Hayes.karin[at]gmail.com
Volume 24, Issue 8, September 2022
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Call for Entries
The WFWS 48 call for entries and prospectus
comes out Oct 3, 2022 Deadline for entries is
Jan 13, 2023, and notice of acceptance is Feb
17, 2023.

New Mexico Art League
Beyond Ordinary - The Still Life. A wide array of artists’ interpretations of the classic genre of painting:
the still life. Deadline for entries is September 17, 2022. The exhibit will run from October 25 through
November 26, 2022. All artists living and working in New Mexico are welcome to enter our exhibits. Art
League membership is not required. Please see our website for the prospectus and entry instructions:
www.newmexicoartleague.org, or call 505-293-5034.

Paint Outs
NORTHERN CHAPTER by Jay Leutwyler
The September paint out will be at the Albuquerque Old Town Plaza on September 17th. We’ll meet on the
northwest corner of the plaza nearest the Church at 10 AM and then decide where to paint.
Nine artists came to the August paint out in Madrid. It was a beautiful day and a few of us had lunch at the
Mine Shaft Tavern afterwards. Here are a few pics from the day.

SOUTHERN CHAPTER by Nancy Tipton
The September paint out will be thursday, September 15 from 10:30 to
12:30 at the Lundeen Inn of the Arts. This is an art themed B&B at 618 S.
Alameda Blvd. This historic building is located in downtown Las Cruces.
The inside adobe walls are filled with artwork and has a nice flower-filled
and mostly shaded courtyard where we will be painting. I am looking
forward to our first paintout and seeing everyone again. See you there!
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Tips & Trix
Seeing September on the calendar makes me want
to shop for new pencils, paper goods and shoes.
Treks out shopping are great opportunities for taking
pictures of people for painting. When people are
mulling over potential purchases, gazing out to sea,
etc. they are usually preoccupied and not interested
in what you’re up to.
You can learn to paint simple figures from resources
like “Putting People in Your Paintings” by J. Everett
Draper. You’ll find good instruction in You Tube
videos: Bob Davies “Watercolor Figures LessonSimplifying Figures Parts 1 and 2”; Trevor Waugh
“How to Paint Figures in Watercolour Part 2”; Cheryl
Bruce “Painting Simple Watercolour Figures”; and
Fiona Peart “Figures in Watercolour.” The goal is to
learn to see people for what they are…just shapes
with color, value and texture and to use as little
detail as possible to get the job done. You can learn
the general rules for people proportions in online
resources for drawing figures by Googling “Human
Figure Proportions.”

If you’re adding figures to a landscape, you must
estimate their size and get the figure in perspective.
You can calculate the right size based on the
size of objects in the scene and by using lines of
perspective. The growers market photo shows how
to draw the lines of perspective between which
you may want to place added figure (s). Draw the
horizon line =viewer’s eye level. As a general rule,
all heads of adults of average height (I used women
here) will lie close to the horizon line no matter how
near or distant because the horizon line is defined
by eye level(s).
Volume 24, Issue 8, September 2022

Draw a second line along the walking surface,
heading into the distance, passing through a few
people’s feet (blue). It will intersect the horizon line
at X, the vanishing point. Figures inserted along
this blue line should approximately fit between the
red and blue lines. The head of a very tall man
standing on the blue line would be a bit above the
red horizon line. A child’s head wouldn’t touch the
horizon line because the viewpoint is that of an
adult. If you wanted to put a figure where the green
triangle is, put its feet on the triangle and have its
head hit near the horizon line.
If you are working
with a landscape
without figures draw
the horizon line (post
tops are about eye
level on a man) then
draw the blue line
along the surface where you want figure to stand
and project it to the horizon. I cropped a figure
photo and pasted it in between these two lines. I
used Power Point (ppt) for these diagrams. Word
would work. In ppt I inserted the elements of the
diagram, grouped them and saved as a picture.

Now that you know the mechanics of getting the
figures on paper you can practice painting simple
figures with the worksheet on the next page. Trace
the outlines onto watercolor paper or run multimedia paper through the printer. Practice a lot of
these and you’ll soon lose your fear of painting
people so you can use them to enliven your art!

		
Kathy Gaither
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Exhibitions

You are cordially invited to the 9th Annual New Mexico
Painters’ Exhibition at the Kennedy Gallery, New Mexico
Highlands University in Las Vegas, NM, September 11
through October 31, 2022.
Opening Reception: September 11, 4:00 – 7:00 pm
NMWS Signature Member Jane

Fritz will have three

paintings in the exhibit: “Approaching Chhukung,” “Windy
Day at Hermit’s Peak,” and “Spider Rock.
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Member Spotlight
Robin Lee Makowski, NMWS-SC, was accepted to the

National Watercolor Society's 102nd International Exhibition
which put her in the running (for the second time) for Signature
Membership, which she was awarded unanimously by the
panel of the three Judges of Selection. Additionally, she
received a nice award from Stephen Zhang, Juror of Awards.
Congratulations Robin! She'll be back from her trip over the
moon in a month or two!
Though now living in Florida, Robin is still a member of
NMWS-SC. While living in NM she served on the board for
several years and helped out with various projects.

“At the Corner of Olive & Onion”
18” X 18”
Watercolor on Arches HP Illustration Board

SUZY ‘PAL’
POWELL’S painting

Welcome was accepted
into the Southwestern
Watercolor Society
59th Annual Member
Exhibition in Dallas,
Texas, September
5-October 1, 2022.

FLO HOSA DOUGHERTY will be the guest artist at Joan Smith Studios, 221 N. Main Street in Las Cruces, NM on
Tuesday, September 13 from 5-7. Flo is an amazing 97 year old
artist who is a Honorary Member of NMWS. She will show several
of her watercolors and be available to visit in person.
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And Everything Else...
WHO WE ARE

OUR COMMON CORE VALUES

& WHAT WE’RE ABOUT
The New Mexico Watercolor Society was founded
in 1969 as a statewide chapter of the Southwestern
Watercolor Society of Dallas, TX. In January 1970,
the New Mexico Watercolor Society became an
independent entity with 501(c)(3) status.
OUR VISION:
To Inspire a Passion for Watercolor Art
OUR MISSION:
We will accomplish our Vision through support of the highest
aesthetic standards in quality and presentation of art,
education of the public regarding watercolor art, promotion
of community engagement, facilitation of member artistic
development through workshops, demos, etc.

PAPER SALES (not available at the Southern Chapter)
Albuquerque - Ray Prudhomme sells watercolor paper
at the meetings or by appointment at 505-296-0273 or
raynjan1969[at]yahoo.com. CHECKS ONLY (no cash.)
Prices are:
Arches 140 lb. Cold Press, Hot Press, Rough
Arches 300 lb. Cold Press, Hot Press, Rough
Arches 300 lb. Bright White			
Fabriano Artistico 140 lb. Bright White		
Yupo 72 lb. White				
Yupo 144 lb. White				

$8
$17
$17
$7
$5
$6

Special order/special request watercolor paper:
Fabriano 140 lb. Cold Press			
Fabriano 300 lb. Bright White Soft Press
Saunders Waterford 140 lb. Cold Press		

$7
$14
$10

Core Value #1: Artistic Development Through Education
Core Value #2: Participation and Volunteerism
Core Value #3: Community Presence
Core Value #4: Organizational Sustainability
Core Value #5: Welcoming Culture
See the website for more details on these core values.
New Mexico Watercolor Society
Signature Member status is attained when a
NMWS member in good standing has been
accepted in five “eligible” NMWS juried shows
within five years.
Click HERE for more information.
The New Mexico Watercolor Society is a member
of the Western Federation of Watercolor Societies
(WFWS).

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO THE
OCTOBER ISSUE OF BRUSHSTROKES
Please send news items,
accomplishments (i.e. if you will be
featured in a gallery or other venue) and
other contributions to

ctrotter [at] unm.edu
The information is due by SEPTEMBER
15 to be included in the October issue
Caryl Trotter, Your Brushstrokes Editor

All prices are subject to change.
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