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The first week of May was a very special one indeed.  Every year the NMWS hosts 
a juried Spring Show that typically exhibits at Expo New Mexico.  Due to Covid, 
this year’s show was online and runs until June 27. Kathleen Conover was this 
year’s Guest Artist and Juror.  She began her “stay” with us with a demonstration 
via Zoom from her backyard in Florida (see page 5).  Kathleen then led a 4-day 
online workshop with 20 lucky attendees (see page 8).  The week concluded with 
an online awards presentation that Kathleen judged to be the best of the Spring 
Show.   To see the show (and perhaps buy a favorite painting) go HERE, or view 
them on SmugMug HERE. The paintings receiving awards are below.   

N M W S  S pr i n g  S howN M W S  S pr i n g  S how

THIRD PLACE
“Cousin Carol & ‘49 Convertible” by Jeanne Hyland

FIRST PLACE
Tropical Tangle” by Mick Leo

  SECOND PLACE  
“Violinist 3” by Mary McWilliams

BEST OF SHOW
“Sunspot” by Robin Lee Makowski

https://newmexicowatercolorsociety.square.site/shop/2021-spring-exhibition/13?page=1&limit=120&sort_by=category_order&sort_order=asc
https://nmwsphotos.smugmug.com/2021-NMWS/2021-ABQ-Spring-Exhibition/
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M. Graham’s Award:  Susan J. Weeks 
“Demitasse Departure #6”

Santa Fe Paintbox Award:  Ruth Andrews Vreeland    
“A Mousey Tea Party” 

Holbein Artist Materials Award:  Joy Brinkley-Hill       
“For Sale, Gently Used” 

QoR Watercolor Award:  Jane Fritz 
“Sunrise on the Spires” 

Honorable Mention Award:  Barbara McGuire 
“Tango Passion” 

Blick Art Materials Award:  Gayle Weisfield              
“Gate Keeper” 

Cheap Joe’s Art Stuff Award:  Mary Jane Milz    
“After A Storm” 

Dr. Ph. Martin’s Award:  Steve Maize 
“Nap Among the Stars” 

Kathleen concluded her busy week 
with NMWS by giving an awards 
presentation, making comments 
on why she chose each particular 
painting.  If you missed it you can 
still view it HERE.  

https://youtu.be/tasO7wslmPA
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SOUTHERN CHAPTER

Many new artists 
wonder “Is there 
already too much 
art?” Or they may 
ask, “What can I 
contribute to art that 
is of any value?” 
Such questions 

are difficult to answer, but are not 
particularly relevant to a new artist 
or a new NMWS member. More 
pertinent is “How does painting make 
me feel? or “What do I have to share? 

James Gurney discussed this topic 
in a blog post, writing “Artists will 
always emerge to produce the art that 
people hunger for…. in the form of a 
comic book, a movie, a painting, or 
an animated meme. The revolutions 
in social media and digital tools have 
lowered the barriers to creating art 
and have facilitated distribution to 
whatever group wants to consume 
it. Societies are energized by art. Art 
makes a big claim on our attention 
and it’s a big part of our economy.” 
And, “Sometimes the great art of 
our time will come from these main-
stream businesses, and sometimes it 
will come from the margins.”

Picasso reportedly said, “It took me 
four years to paint like Raphael, but a 
lifetime to paint like a child.”

So, especially to our newest NMWS 
members, we hope that painting 
sparks youthful joy in your heart and 
mind. That has inherent value. Thank 
you for joining NMWS and sharing 
your joy.

Barbara McGuire

2020-2021 NMWS President
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Prez Sez...

I’ve been thinking 
lately of some often-
heard expressions, 
in particular “When 
it rains, it pours” and 
“The harder I work, 
the luckier I get”.

Through the fate of post-COVID 
rescheduling, the Southern Chapter 
will have two juried exhibitions (when 
we usually have one) in addition to 
February’s non-juried show For the 
Love of Art. After our team’s scramble 
to move art events and meetings 
online, it seems like we’re back to in- 
person exhibits AND meetings. That’s 
a GREAT thing that we hope will last, 
but…. when it rains it pours! Karen 
Steinberg is our new exhibitions chair 
and I am grateful to give over the reins 
to her! I know she and file manager 
Arlene Tugel will do a fabulous job.

I’d like to modify the second quote: 
The more we work, the greater 
success we have. No matter how 
you measure success - personal 
accomplishment, growth, entrance into 
juried shows or fabulous awards, it all 
starts with hard and consistent work in 
the studio. As we go into the summer, 
my wish for all of you (and myself) is 
that we make the time to paint freely, 
without undue worry about getting 
into shows, and that we all find the 
success we desire.

Finally, a huge THANK YOU to 
Beverley for her leadership this past 
year and the decade and more of 
work she has given to our chapter! I 
look forward to greeting you, as our 
new president, in person on Sunday, 
September 12th at Good Sam’s!

Rachel Murphree

2021-2022 NMWS-SC President 

NORTHERN  CHAPTER

https://www.nmwatercolorsociety.org/page-1799343
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  NMWS Chapter News

What has almost 300 moving parts, is colorful, 
vibrant, and over 50 years old? Of course 
the answer is your very own New Mexico 
Watercolor Society! Numbering nearly 300 
creative watercolorists, the NMWS has attracted 
34 new members during the last 18 very, 
VERY challenging months as a membership 
organization. Obviously our new members are 
of vital importance and we want each of them 
feel welcomed, supported, and encouraged as 
they travel their artistic paths. To that end NMWS 
is holding a statewide celebration of New 
Members in a virtual meeting on Saturday, June 
5th at 10:30 AM.  

ALL New Members are invited to introduce 
themselves to the NMWS membership by way of 

Welcome New Members 

a “Show and Tell.” You are asked to share two of 
your recent or favorite paintings, and tell the group 
a bit about yourself and your painting journey. This 
is NOT a critique or a competition, but rather an 
expression of individual creative experience. So 
let’s all join in the Zoom call on June 5th to meet, 
greet and welcome our newest NMWS members. 
Rachel Murphree will gather and coordinate 
painting images from Southern Chapter Members, 
while Barbara McGuire, with help from Joyce 
Rapp and other Executive Comm. members, will 
encourage and organize northern and out-of-state 
members to participate. 

And with fingers crossed, the ABQ August meeting 
is scheduled for August 7th, IN PERSON, at the 
Heights Christian Church, Louisiana & Comanche 
NE.

Introduction of New Members & Their Paintings Virtual Meeting
Saturday, June 5th, 10:30 AM

Meet Wendy Wilkerson in her studio near 
Glorieta, NM, pictured with a finished 
painting of a Sandhill crane.  Please join the 
Zoom meeting on June 5, to meet Wendy 
and see more of her favorite subjects.

New SC member Cathy Skerker lives in 
Buffalo, NY and spends her winters in Las 
Cruces.  She is a signature member of the 
Niagara Frontier Watercolor Society. She is 
pictured here at a Thomas Schaller workshop.  
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ALBUQUERQUE

While abundant art, 
especially paintings, 
seems like a non-
problem in today’s 
world, veteran 
artists may muse 
that (as James 
Gurney wrote) 
“there’s probably 
too much of the 
same art - art that 
is dull, unoriginal, 
or poorly executed. 
That stuff will 
fall away and be 

forgotten. But the world will always be hungry for the 
work of a person of vision. If you have something to 
express, learn your craft, aim high, and do your best.”

“A person of vision” would be a fitting description for 
our Guest Juror and Workshop Instructor, Kathleen 
Conover. When enjoying her paintings, whether 
landscapes, florals, industrial or 
abstract, it’s clear that Kathleen’s 
vision of what can be created on a 
sheet of watercolor paper is unlike 
any of her peers. She says that 
despite her vivid works, she’s not 
really focused on color, but rather 
on value and strong composition. 
With the foundation of a Master’s 
degree in Art, Kathleen also 
gained creative experience in 
sculpture and all types of painted 
media in her professional career. 
She also knows a-thing-or-two 
about making and selling art, as 
she owned and operated her own 
gallery, supporting herself and a 
daughter, for 25 years.

This year’s traditional Monday 
evening Guest Workshop Artist 
Demo took place on Zoom with 
over 60 NMWS members in 

attendance. Kathleen started her demo painting 
out in her yard in Florida - with a water hose, a 
full sheet of watercolor paper and a large piece 
of plastic. She first laid the plastic down onto the 
paper into interesting shapes.  She then liquefied 
the watercolor pigments in her palette wells 
before pouring the paint mixture onto her Arches 
paper, between the plastic and the paper. As the 
pigments flowed through the channels created by 
the plastic sheeting and across the wetted paper, 
she supplemented with additional pigment in select 
spots along the edges. 

After thoroughly drying and removing the plastic, 
Kathleen studied the result from all four directions. 
She then envisioned a “landscape-in-the-rough” 
with light from a rising sun streaming over a series 
of rolling, peaked ridges. With the selective addition 
of dark pigment or careful lifting in sections, the 
values were enhanced to create the final iteration of 
the “Dawning” Landscape pictured below.  

May 3rd Meeting - Kathleen Conover Presentation
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SOUTHERN CHAPTER

May 16th Meeting 
“Watercolor: Re-wet, Rework & Revive! Demo by 
Master Artist Jeanne Hyland”

A huge thank you to Jeanne Hyland and her 
husband and technical assistant George for the 
wonderful demonstration at the Southern Chapter’s 
May meeting. It was one of our best attended 
sessions. Jeanne was so generous with her time 
and knowledge and it was fascinating and highly 
informative!

This fabulous demo is available to you as a NMWS 
member. On the website, click on the “Outreach” 
button on the top bar and scroll down to “NMWS 
YouTube Channel & Demo Videos”.

“Vieux Cycliste”

  Call for Entries 

The Southern Chapter will be having TWO juried exhibitions and one open/ non-juried exhibition in 2021-
2022. We expect all three shows to be “in person” events. The juried exhibitions are open to both chapters.

You all know about the Eureka! Inspiration in Watercolor exhibit at the Dona 
Ana Arts Council, but the big news is that the deadline has been moved to 
AUGUST 27 at 6 pm. Get those brushes wet and paint for it! Click HERE for 
complete information and to download the prospectus.

The spring juried exhibit will run from April – August 2022 at the New Mexico 
Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum. The theme is Seasons of Enchantment: 
Painting the New Mexico Farm and Ranch. Members of the NMWS will 
celebrate the daily life of farmers and ranchers and their families. From kitchen 
canning to roping cattle, from baby lambs to chile harvests, pecan orchards in 

winter to cotton bolls ripe for picking - the inspiration is endless. The deadline to enter the Farm and Ranch 
show will be in January.  Details to follow.

The Southern Chapter will host the annual For the Love of Watercolor show 
in February which is non-juried without the regulations on the size, media and 
framing of juried shows. Because the exhibit was online this past February, we 
opened it up to members of both chapters. The deadline to register and submit 
paintings will be in December, and there is no theme. Details to follow.

It will be a busy and fun year for the Southern Chapter and I hope you are excited about the themes and 
possibilities and will join us in making these shows very successful!

DVD Update
Nancy Tipton has compiled a new and updated list of 
all Southern Chapter DVDs that will soon be available 
to all members. This list notes many that are “missing” 
or unaccounted for.  The hope is to get all the missing 
DVDs back into the rental library once we begin 
meeting again. If you have one please contact Nancy at 
nancytipton889[at]yahoo.com.

https://www.nmwatercolorsociety.org/event-4173429
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IMPORTANT  
INFORMATION
▶ Entry fee is $45.00 for both venues. Artists may enter up to 

three (3) pieces in a category. Multiple entries are accepted as 
separate disciplines and a fee of $45 is assessed for each 
category. Accepted entrants must be residents of New Mexico.

▶ Accepted art forms include: painting, sculpture, drawing, 
collage, mixed-media, jewelry, photography, prints, and non-
functional ceramics and stoneware. 

▶ Entries must be submitted in clear JPEG format to 
www.juriedartservices.com. Access the Old Church Fine Arts 
Show icon on their site; follow all directions for your entry. 
Any questions about the site or the process, please contact 
Cheryl Cathcart at cherylcathcart@icloud.com. 

▶ All art must be original in concept by the artist and must not 
have been previously exhibited in an Old Church Fine Arts 
Show. Accepted entries must be gallery ready, and all work 
must be for sale. Size limitation is 24-inches by 36-inches or a 
total of no more than 900 square inches. Artists will be 
responsible for shipping any pieces sold to the buyer or for 
arranging a hand-over for a local sale. 

▶ This is a selling show. Historically, works under $1000 sell best.

▶ A 25% donation is collected on all items sold at the show and 
will be used toward preservation and maintenance of Historic 
Old San Ysidro Church. 

Call for
ARTISTS

Hosted by 
Corrales Historical Society 

& 
Corrales Society of Artists

Old San Ysidro Church
Corrales, New Mexico

You are invited to submit artwork for the 33rd Annual
Old Church Fine Arts Show / 2021

Old Church Show – October 2-10

rd

Online Show – October 11-31

Important
2021 
Dates

June 1-July 15 
Submit entries

July 15–31 
Jurying of entries

August 7-15 
Notification 

of acceptance 
to artists

October 2–10 
Run of show 

in the Old Church
October 11–31 
Run of show 

online

NM Art League 
Mother Nature - This exhibit will give artists the 
opportunity to express their appreciation for our earth, 
examining environmental issues or simply depicting the 
perfection and beauty of our natural world. Deadline for 
entries is June 5th, with the exhibition slated to run from 
July 27 through August 28. Click HERE for more info.

https://newmexicoartleague.org/resources/Documents/Mother%20Earth%20Prospectus%202021%20.pdf
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Exhibitions 

Our guest Juror is Kathleen Conover, internationally recognized 
watercolor master and instructor known for her innovative 
techniques and unique, layered designs.

NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  
WWaatteerrccoolloorr  SSoocciieettyy

 2021 Spring Exhibition
(Online only at nmwatercolorsociety.org)

“Garden Gala” by Kathleen Conover

May 2nd through June 27th       

Take a “Spring Break” and check out paintings from
some of New Mexico’s finest watercolor artists.  

The 2021 Spring Exhibition was a huge success, 
and the online show continues through June 27th.  
Kathleen Conover graciously provided a wonderful 
demo of one of her many innovative and unique 
ways of working with watercolor.  She then gave a 
4-day workshop, and concluded with a Zoom awards 
ceremony.  Below is an article about the workshop. 

We NMWS Members have among ourselves a large 
group of experienced “veteran” artists, some of whom 
have been painting for 40 years or more. Twenty of 
those INTREPID artists have now gained a palette-full 
of new skills and have earned a badge for bravery as 
well.

These “daring-do” artists enrolled in the first ever 
fully virtual 4-day watercolor workshop hosted by 
NM Watercolor Society! Mary Jane Milz and Barbara 
McGuire coordinated the workshop with Kathleen 
Conover, AWS, NWS, TWSA, residing on an 
island off the west coast of Florida. Though initially 
reluctant to tackle the video/virtual format, Kathleen 
teamed up with Mary Jane and Barbara, along with 
the workshop-students-to-be, to create and enjoy 
an immersive, challenging, and some would say 
transformative workshop.

Ms. Conover provided a detailed 9-page class 
syllabus, along with several summary sheets on 
Design Principles and Composition prior to the 
workshop. Then, after a little Zoom practice, the group 
convened online at 9 AM on May 4th.

NMWS Workshop with 
Kathleen Conover

Following a detailed schedule, students watched 
a demo video from the provided YouTube link, 
followed by a hands-on working session. Students 
learned to use the CHAT box for some questions 
and verbalized others during the several daily 
opportunities to “re-group” to cover questions and 
concepts. The first day was especially rigorous, 
but the hardy students worked on their own pieces 
throughout the day and into the evening. Kathleen  
introduced new concepts and exercises each day as 
the workshop progressed. She reviewed and guided 
individual students with their paintings, especially on 
the 3rd and 4th day. According to plan, by the end of 
the workshop, most students had created a dozen 
or more “starts” to paintings.

Ultimately all of the students had stretched their 
creativity muscles and exhausted their brains 
by receiving an intensive, COVID-safe learning 
experience in their home work space. Kathleen 
Conover was pleased with her first foray into the 
virtual workshop teaching sphere. While she hopes 
to return to the physical realm of workshop teaching, 
she will remember NMWS veteran artist/workshop 
students as a very brave bunch.

Conover said “This painting almost painted 
itself. Faux background texture done  with 

plastic wrap. Outlined a few rocks and 
painted in the heron. Voila! Done!”
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  Paint Outs 

NORTHERN CHAPTER by Jay Leutwyler

The June Paint Out will be at Los Poblanos Inn and Organic Farm, 
4803 Rio Grande Blvd NW, on Monday, June 14th, 10 am to noon.  
If you’ve never been to this jewel in the North Valley of Albuquerque 
don’t miss this chance. Spoiler Alert - The colors and smells of 
blooming lavender just may overtake you!   Consider staying for 
lunch. The restaurant has a lovely menu and is reasonable, but be 
sure to call for a reservation!  This is a very popular place.  

There were nine artists at the May Paint Out at the Casa Rondeña 
Winery.  The weather was perfect at about 75 degrees with a slight breeze.  The Winery was very kind to 
open up early for us which made for a very quiet, peaceful morning of Plein air painting.

SOUTHERN CHAPTER by Nancy Tipton

We had a wonderful LAST paint out for the year at the Community Garden.  Here are some pictures of 
the iris gardens we found.  

Remember - there is no planned paintout for the Southern Chapter for June. I hope all of you will 
enjoy many moments outside, and that those moments become inspiration for new paintings. I look 
forward to the summer break and lots of outdoor time myself.  AND hopefully some good paintings.

 I have so much enjoyed planning and researching good paintout areas this year. I look forward to 
planning future paintouts again after the summer break. Enjoy a great summer!  Nancy

https://lospoblanos.com/
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  Tips & Trix
Best friends, especially our pets, have made our 
last year so much more bearable, giving us happy 
moments, “hugs” and those special looks we 
cherish. Capturing their gestures, faces and fur in 
watercolor will give you a great memory to frame 
for future smiles. Whether cats, dogs or iguanas, 
it all starts with getting a good reference photo.

Tips for good reference photos coincide with tips 
for good composition and values. My favorite 
online pet painter, Rachel Parker, gives tips on 
taking a good reference photo in her You Tube 
video “How to Paint Cats - 10 Tips: Whiskers, 
Eyes, Fur, Stripes…” You can find her entire list 
of videos, including many on cat and dog painting 
HERE. She has great tips for beginners and more 
advanced painters.

When you have a good photo, take some time 
to crop it various ways to make the center of 
interest more important (not small) and to create 
interesting interlocking, negative shapes in 
the subject and background. Don’t leave the 
background blank. Try a soft, colorful wet-in-wet 
background, a window, or simplify the background 
in the photo.

I like to start on the animal’s face, the eyes and 
the area around them because that’s where you 
must succeed in order to capture the “look” and 
spirit of your pet. In a cat painting I try to make 
the eye look like a colored, clear sphere through 
which light is passing which means creating a 
subtle shadow cast on the iris, curving under 
the upper eye lid and an arc of lighter value iris 
near the bottom eye lid where light is striking. 
Dots and/or a thin, curved line of white highlights 
placed just right, will create that 3D appearance 
that gives life to the eye. I recently purchased on 
Amazon a package of detail brushes, Majestic 
Royal and Langnickle Short Handle, that has 
made painting these details so much easier. 
Highlights and whiskers can be masked off or 
painted with white gouache or an archival white 
gel pen (like Uniball Signa).

Don’t get carried away 
making “hairy” brush 
strokes all over. Start 
with a soft focus under 
painting that captures the 
general form of the face 
and body. Re-wet and 
add mid-value shapes on 
top of that to enhance the 
depths and highlights of 
the form (see demo left).

 Keep most of the detail, near the eyes and muzzle 
and at edges or where you want to distinguish 
transitions to different body parts, like the cat’s leg 
lying in front of its chest fur. Make the interior of the 
ear and the nostril warm for a sense of life within 
(Burnt Sienna + Carmine, darkened by French 
Ultramarine).

Accuracy balanced with the softness of wet 
watercolor edges makes this Maine Coon Cat look 
softly furry while capturing that just-about-to-spring 
look. And Jack will always be remembered in his 
favorite tree on a sunny day.

            
Kathy Gaither

https://www.youtube.com/user/rachelsstudiodotcom
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Plein Air / Fresh Air 
The Equipment Journey by Ar lene J. Tugel

During your equipment “journey” anticipate trying 
several products before finding what suits you best. 
I eventually developed two plein air setups, one for 
everyday painting and a small kit for travel. This 
article is about my everyday painting gear. I enjoy 
spending time outdoors and bring what I might need 
for a 3 to 5 hour painting session. As an aside, I 
deal with the changing light during a long session by 
planning ahead. I decide where my shadows will be 
and select my colors before I start to paint.

For comfort I bring an 
easel, a chair or stool, 
an umbrella if there is no 
shade, and proper clothing 
for the weather. Sometimes 
I paint from the tailgate of 
my truck, but I might carry 
my equipment 100 yards 
or more. I strive to keep 
everything light so that 
I only make one or two 
trips. A plein air backpack 
is invaluable to carry 
watercolor blocks, paper and 
boards as large as 12 x 18 
inches as well as the small 

items: brushes, pencils, spray bottle, cloth, water 
and container, tissues, gloves, sunscreen, and insect 
repellent. I carry my palette in a large sack with 
snacks, lunch, 
and drinking 
water.

My favorite 
easel is 
a black 
aluminum 
watercolor easel 
that has a 19.5-
inch lower tray with 
four swivel-mounted retractable mounting bars. 
Unfortunately, current models do not have the two 
center bars that make a shelf for my palette. With 
some ingenuity and a drill, two bars could be added 
to the newer models. 

A comfortable 
setup for outdoor 

painting

Place the water container, brushes, 
spray bottle, 9 x 12-inch sketch book,                        

and palette on the tray

I highly recommend these or similar “can’t-do-
without” items: Boards. Use 1/16-inch-thick 
hardboard to create a stable resting place for 
watercolor blocks. First secure a board within 
the easel brackets, also called the “canvas 
holder”. Select the board size, 9 x 16-, 11 x 
16-, or 16 x 20-inch, to accommodate the block 
size. Then lean or clamp the block to the first 
board. Water bucket. This plastic bucket hangs 
on the easel; insert a plastic cup to keep the 
inside of the bucket from getting terribly dirty.
Clamps. One-inch metal spring clamps are 
from the hardware store; carry eight and use 
them to secure the water bucket and drying 
cloth to the easel and the painting surface to the 
board. Chair. This one has a back that makes 
it amazingly comfortable and comes in three 
different seat heights: 17-, 19-, and 21-inch. I 
am tall and like the 21-inch. Umbrella. One like 
this that can be driven into the ground with your 
foot works nicely. The prong that goes into the 
ground is only six inches long but surprisingly, 
it works well; rocky soil is a problem. Palette. 
Choose either a small or large palette; these are 
large enough for mixing, small enough to carry, 
and heavy enough to resist blowing away. They 
also seal to keep paints moist.

I hope some of what I have learned will help you 
on your equipment journey. But be forewarned; 
the journey never ends. There is always 
something new and fun to try!

 

Secure the tray to the 
tripod with a bungee cord

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/142848619408740220/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/hardboard-panels/?clickTracking=true&wmcp=pla&wmcid=items&wmckw=14945-1013&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7sO3zdPE8AIVyG1vBB0c_go7EAQYBSABEgIzuPD_BwE
https://www.cheapjoes.com/collapsible-water-bucket.html
https://www.camptime.com/collections/chair
https://guerrillapainter.com/collections/umbrella/products/shadebuddy
https://www.cheapjoes.com/catalog/product/view/id/29641/s/mijello-fusion-airtight-leak-proof-paint-palettes/
https://www.cheapjoes.com/catalog/product/view/id/26655/s/mijello-artelier-peel-off-palette/
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Member Spotlight

ANTONIO DARDEN
Antonio has been awarded the esteemed 
Signature status in the National Watercolor 
Society as a Master Artist juried by Jurors 
Katherine Chang Lu, Dean Mitchell, and John 
Salminen.  

JAY LEUTWYLER
Jay’s painting “Golden Fall” was accepted into 
the American Watercolor Society Associate’s 
Member Show.  The show is online from June 
7 to August 20. Congratulations Jay!

P.K. WILLIAMS
P.K., Rebecca Nolda, Jeanette Cook, and Kate 
Palmo are exhibiting their collaborative work 
“Let’s Meet in the Middle” at the Open Space 
Visitor Center in Albuqueruque through July 
17th.  Each of the four artists created their own 
painting separately, then brought them together 
to form quadtyches that focus on the beauty 
of nature and the value of friendship and 
connection. 

JANE FRITZ
Jane’s painting, “Canary Spring,” was juried into 
the Watercolor Society of Alabama 80th Annual 
National Exhibition that runs June 6 – July 23 at 
the Diana Washington Cultural Arts Center.

Her painting, “Two Eggs, Over Easy,” (at left) 
was selected for the Watercolor USA Exhibition 
at the Springfield Art Museum in Springfield, 
Missouri, which will run June 5 – August 29.

Hot Chocolate Demitasse Poem 
Genesh, the remover of obstacles, 

peers out through rheumy eyes,

his legs and trunk contorted,

a Picassoesque cubist character,

while the sea serpent Midgarsormr

encircles the world, a sword hilt  

jutting out of its head, 

a pony along for the ride. 

A big-eyes elf bounces on the high

wire while multi-hued women gather 

at the reflecting pool waiting for the 

white rabbit to go down his hole.

A newborn Medusa with a flat nose 

and closed eyes utters her first cry 

beside the ghost of a metropolis

shut down by a tiny red tufted 

corona. 

SUSAN WEEKS
Susan wrote this poem about her 
painting “Demitasse Departure #6”  
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Save the Date!
MasterWorks of New Mexico features prominent artists who provide 
outstanding workshops. In April 2022 the NMWS will host David 
Drummond as its guest workshop artist!   Widely recognized for 
his realistic watercolors of Lake Powell and western landscapes, 
watercolorist Drummond concentrates on attention to detail and 
mood. His expressive realist figurative work and still life paintings give 
testimony to talent, as do dozens of honors and critical acclaim in the 
national fine arts media. 

We are lucky to have David and his family live in Albuquerque, and 
this workshop will be transformative for sure.  Check out this short 
video to get a sense of his easy-going teaching style.  Watch for more 
details in the coming months.    

NMWS Gratefully Acknowledges 
Our “Contributing Members” 

James Culpepper
Kerry Renshaw

Toyoko Lee
and Pat Rios 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PIrbbrQwHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PIrbbrQwHc
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And Everything Else...

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO THE JUNE 
ISSUE OF BRUSHSTROKES 

Please send news items, 
accomplishments  

(i.e. if you will be featured in a gallery or 
other venue) and other contributions to  

ctrotter [at] unm.edu
The information is due by July 15 to be 
included in the August issue.  There will 

be no July issue as is tradition. 

Caryl Trotter, Your Brushstrokes Editor

 WHO WE ARE 
& WHAT WE’RE ABOUT 

The New Mexico Watercolor Society was founded 
in 1969 as a statewide chapter of the Southwestern 
Watercolor Society of Dallas, TX. In January 1970, 

the New Mexico Watercolor Society became an 
independent entity with 501(c)(3) status.

OUR VISION:

To Inspire a Passion for Watercolor Art

OUR MISSION:

We will accomplish our Vision through support of the highest  
aesthetic standards in quality and presentation of art, 

education of the public regarding watercolor art, promotion 
of community engagement, facilitation of member artistic 

development through workshops, demos, etc.

OUR COMMON CORE VALUES 

Core Value #1:  Artistic Development Through Education

Core Value #2:  Participation and Volunteerism

Core Value #3:  Community Presence

Core Value #4:  Organizational Sustainability

Core Value #5:  Welcoming Culture 

See the website for more details on these core values. 

New Mexico Watercolor Society              
Signature Member status is attained when a 
NMWS member in good standing has been 

accepted in five “eligible” NMWS juried shows 
within five years. 

Click HERE for more information.    

The New Mexico Watercolor Society is a member 
of the Western Federation of Watercolor Societies 

(WFWS).

PAPER SALES
Albuquerque -  Ray Prudhomme sells watercolor paper 
at the meetings or by appointment at 505-296-0273 or 
raynjan1969[at]yahoo.com.  CHECKS ONLY (no cash.) 
 Prices are: 

Arches 140 lb. Cold Press, Hot Press, Rough $7
Arches 300 lb. Cold Press, Hot Press, Rough $14
Arches 300 lb. Bright White   $14
Fabriano Artistico 140 lb. Bright White  $5
Yupo 72 lb. White    $5
Yupo 144 lb. White    $6

Special order/special request watercolor paper:
Fabriano 140 lb. Cold Press   $5
Fabriano 300 lb. Bright White Soft Press $14
Saunders Waterford 140 lb. Cold Press  $10

All prices are subject to change.

https://nmwatercolorsociety.org/NM-Watercolor-Society-Vision-&-Mission-Statements
https://nmwatercolorsociety.org/ignature-Member-Group/
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